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IV. helped to widen the English commercial
boundaries.

Henry V., while achieving his glorious but
expensive victories in France, impoverished
England, hindered its commercial development,
and drained the country of a large proportion
of its labouring population. Agincourt and
Harfleur could not compensate the English trad-
ing classes for the heavy burdens that the war
had laid upon them, or for the restless spirit of
adventure which had been engendered in the
men who had previously been willing workers
at the looms, or the bench, or the farm. It
took many a long year for the glamour of
military glory to die down, and allow of a
return to peaceful customs.

It was pretty much the same story throughout
the long reign of Henry VI.; English trade
fighting for itself against heavy odds, and the
English King and English armies fighting, for
the most part unsuccessfully, against the French.
The legislation of the period, as far as trade was
concerned, constituted a long catalogue of
vexatious restrictions. The goldsmiths, who
were now a powerful body, had their trade
regulated in its various details ; shoemakers
were prohibited from making shoes " with any
pike of poleyn that shall pass the length of two
inches/' and from working on Sundays ; makers
of hats and caps were not allowed to use me-
chanical power, but only " men's strength, that
is to say, with hands and feet" ; wax chandlers
could not sell their candles, images, and figures
at a higher rate than 3$. per Ib. over the value
of'the raw material; and tanners were pre-